What is rotational grazing?

How to set up a rotational grazing system
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How does rotational grazing help your fields?
The amount of fields you can use depends on the amount of horses in your herd. Typically you would like your horses to graze for up to a week on
one area, ideally with rest times for each pasture of 20-30 days, or long enough for re-growth of the grass to be six to eight inches high, on average for all
grasses. During spring months with lots of rain and moisture, fields can take as little as 21 days to recover. During hot and dry summer months, fields may
take 45-60 days to properly recover. Horses should be moved off the area when they have grazed down the grasses to 3-4 inches in height. The field
then should be mowed down to create a uniform height of 4 inches, allowing a more even regrowth from uneaten grass. This also helps by allowing the
uneaten grasses to not overshadow the eaten down grass, giving the ability to regrow.
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Here is a helpful chart to use for rest times on your pastures:
COOL-SEASON GRASSES:
14-16 days during first rotation (April)
20-30 days during fast growth (May -late June) and in the fall
30-40 days during slow growth (summer and winter)
WARM-SEASON GRASSES:
14-21 days during early fast growth
21-28 days during normal growing conditions
35-45 days during slower growth
LEGUMES:
24-32 days throughout growing season
40-45 days for seed production
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